








the schoollJoard from their offic('s Il('re 
in Richmond and move them out to the 
West End. We stopped that, too." 

"The outcomes have been at or 
above my expectations in every case 
Buddy handled," Andrews says, "which 
is an extraordinary statemCrll to be able 
to say. I cannot imagine having done 
four cases of the complexity and the 
scope and lhe circumstances that thesc 
represcnted , and having such all etTu­
sively positive experience and eommen· 
tary about the allorncy 1 was working 
\"ilh. He's really extraordinary." 

ALLEN GREW UP in Richmond's 

Allen (No. 16) In Ihe middle of an a-yard run lor Randolph'Macon ColleQe. which Inducted him 
Inl o lis AthletiC Hall of fame In 1997. 

Highland Park and lived a kind of !-luck 
Finn existence. Whcnever he and his 
fi 'icnds went 10 watch one of the local 
sports learns pia); they would hop fen('e~, 
sneak through windows and watch from 
a nearby rooftop. "'nlere was a quarry 
nearby," Allen recalls. ';'\ gra\'el pit com­
pany would <lh\~kYS dig these big holes in 

where )'Oll have the shon end of it. So what are you going to do 
thcn? vVell , it has to be a differcnt strategy because you don't want it 
10 1)1; so cleat: If it 's clear it might look bad for your client. So thcn 
you 1'('"lIy want it to seem complex and confusing in the hopc thaI a 
jury will come back and say, ' I don't rea lly undentand tllis and I'm 
not going to rule for the plaimiff under the circumstances. ", 

He [(yeclS humor into most d iscussions- even when the discus' 
sion5 arc serious. During a di5{'rimillatioll case in rcderal coun, 
Allen's client was feclingjiuery. " He p:Lw..-d me a note that said, 'Do 
)'Ou think [ ha\"C anything to worry about?' And [ answered it, 'Yes,' 
And hI: s.a id, 'What?' And 1 wTOte "'Ick, 'My bill.'" The jury ruled 
in Allcn's fa\'Or and his client still keeps that note in his oHiee. 

" Bu(kly is a colorful phenomenon, with equal emphasis on (Q /­

mfll/ and jliltllf)lIIfIIOII," says Rocky Mountain Hank's C EO Colcman 
Andrews, who has used Allen 10 represent him in four cases o\'er 
the past 20 yean. "I haven't had an experience wilh him Ihat 
wasn't marked by high amusement at various points along the 
w'l),. That 's just his nature, his I>crsonality. 

"I was ill one sculcmcm ncgot~ltioll with him where the 0fJIXlS­
ing side had made an outrageous dcll'41 I1d," Andrews recalls. "Hu(kly 
drew a hu!,'C :r.cro around their case on the whiteboard 10 stan them 
00' on the understanding that they had no case, then he just system­
atically dismantle<l their demand. He built iI easc for why, in IilCt, tht.,), 
were going to have [0 pay us a \ 'Cly substautial amount of money, 
which they ultimately did. The discussion got a little healed, and 
when he was walking back to his chair he turm:d and went back to 
the whiteboard. T hen he took the big zero and dl't;w a little smik')' 
filcc ill the middle of it , told them to 'Ha\'t; a nice da~;' and went and 
sm d()\\11. Twenty minutcs later, tht.,), came back to us and otTered 
their full terms of surrender." 

Allen's skill as a litigator is so recognized that he is the man 
Richmond City Council calls on when it needs a law}"Cr. Several 
years ago, Mayor Doug Wilder flexed his legislativc muscle by fir­
ing two staffs that worked f01' and reported 10 the council. "So we 
sucd him and stopped that," Allen says. "Thcn he tried to evict 

&1 5uperlawyerS.(om 

the ground that would rtll up with water. 
So we always had a swimming hole to go 10." 

Allen's fmhe r had a third-gradc education but rose through 
the ranks at Virginia Electric a11d Power Company (VEPCO) to 

earn a management position. "He was a great man ," Allen says. 
"When he reti red, he was a IOp-levclmanager of what was at the 
time VEPCO's largest fossil fuel plant. Those art: the jobs that 
only go to Ph.D.-types t(Klay." 

His father's Depression-em work ethic rubbed on' on Allen, 
who ddiyercd Ile\yspapers from ages 12 to 18. An honors student 
:ltJohn Marshall High, he earned a scholarship to his dream 
school, Dartmouth, which offered to pay for all but SSOO of annu­
al eXI)I;nses; Allen's parents couldn't come up with the shortfilii. 
Then Randolph-Macon College offered him a full scholarship so 
he wellt there instead. Though his scholarship was for aead(:mic~, 
he played basketball , football and baseball so well he was lat er 
induel!:d into Randolph-r..lacon's Sports Hall of Fame. 

~ l:Ijoring in philosophy, Allen planned 10 go to TIled sc hool 
until his wife, Ann , whom he married his junior year, asked him 
how many years of school it would require. He cakulatl-d th(' 
time for medical school, internship lmd residency. Then she askt.'d 
about tin: time for law school. T hree years, he answered. He adds: 
''And that night I started thinking seriously alJom law schooL" 

After graduating rTOm UVA Law School in 1965, he ren·ived a 
good offer fro m a Wall Street finn and briefly flined with the idea 
of relocating. But the pull of River C ity wa~ too much. "New York 
is an exciting place," Allen S.1YS. "bul it waSIl't like Richmond. 
Richmond is really home. I clm't think of a better place 10 li\'e." 

Instead he accepted a position at ~'IcGuireWoods; then, alier 
three )'t;ars, and w<lming to be more than a niallaw)'cr, 1\ llc n moved 
on to Hirschler Fleischer. He remained there for 33 ycars, e"clllually 
ix'{;oming chairma n of the firm. ',.\t Hirschler Fleischer I dC\'t;loped 
the litigmion 5CCtion," he s.'ys, "which gn:w to be the largest section 
in Ihe firm, 25-plus lawyers. nut at the S.1!llC time, [ had oppol'luni­
lies to work on busint.-SS problems, 10 sct up eorpOr;\liollS, to sct up 
parmel'sh ips, to do wills and trusts. to manage some estates." 



He parlflYcd his growing business acumen into pCl'SOllal invest­
mcnt~ in real estate, buying, sclling and dcveloping propenics 
throughout the city. Almost all of them earned substant ia l divi­
dends. Sometimes the payoffs took decades. One propcrt)~ bought 
in 1973, is just now bcing dcveloped by Allcn and his partncr as fI 

retail CCnlClj ,mchored hy Costco, whidl will include an apar·tmcnt 
complcx. "What 1 havc looked for is st rategically locatcd prol>Crty 
anticipating that I might own for a long lime," Allen says. " Uul 
eventually, you will cash out and do fine. " 

At tll C same lime Allen remembers how $500 kept him 
from attending his dream school and did somet hing about it. 
Ni lle ycars ago, he spoke 10 the board of the r-. l elropolilan 
Richmond Sports Backers about their annual S I ,000 award to 
Richmond's top high school athletes. " I looked at [Executive 
Dircetorl J on Lugbill," Allen says, "and I sa id, Jon, thaCs just 
so cheap .. .. Ann and I wi ll g ive you $ 15,000 a year and the 
two lOp awa rds can be 57,500. nut what you have 10 do is give 
thc rtlllllCrs-UP 55,000 each and you have to g ive all th e others 
5 1,500 each . How you raise that rnoney, J o lI , I don't give a shit. 
HUI I thin k you can raise it.'" 

" He kind of woke everybody lip on the board to put somc 
more effort into it," says Lugbill. "Huddy's no nonsensc. \ Vhatc"cr 
he's thinking, he'll tell you." 

And hc was righl: An additional S42,OOO in scholarship money 
is now givclI out annually on top of Allen 's generous gift. 

AJJen's shotgun-blast delivery not only takes aim at opponents 
and dHL ri table boards but clients, "Oftentimes you h,Ne to battle 
your client," he says. "Many times )'Our client won't tell )'Ou the 
b.ld SlUff and )'Ou have \0 draw that out of him , [1'lItel1 him l, 

'Now wait a minut e; what you're saying doesn't make <l ny god­
damn scnsc. A1I(1 if it doesn' t make any sense to me, I can tell you 
it's not going to make allY sellse to a judge and jury.'" 

ALLEN IS NAMED for h is father, whom cverybody called 
Everette, " I've been GlUed Buddy maybe not since the day ' was 
born, but within days," Allen explains. " If I get a e:11I and some­
body says, ' I~vcrclle?' I know it's a cold call." 

AlIcn's firstborn SOli is also named Evcrette G. Al len (Ill), though 
he gee; by E.G., and he, too, became a lawyer with Hirsch1cr 
Fldscher. After' )'t;ars of t:lther and son woriing together, they <k.'CKkd 
to go out and form a Ihm :-mall law firm wilh Robert L. HarrisJ r. 
"So we forml."(l a firm \\ilh the imaginativc nalile of Allen & Allen, 
and we practiced rOI" five years," Allcn says. "T llosc fivc years l just 
remcmber as being pure fun, full of belly laughs. We constantly made 
fun of each other .... The wa}' we'd cht..'ck for conllict~ with a case 

wru I'd yell down the hall and 5..'Iy, 'E.G., Bobby, ha\'C we c..-cr repre­
sented so-and-so? No? Okay, we\'C done tllc conflict check.''' 

When business became O\·crwhelming Ihcy shoPI>cd around 
for a la rge firm to 1)"'Irtner " 'itll , and, in 2005, merged wil h 
LcClairRyan. Though I:uhcr and son arc still with the S.'I IilC com­
P,lI1y, E.G. is in the firm 's corporate office 011 Riverfl'Ol11 PIa"J;a 
while Allen is in the l;Cd Building. The eentcrpieee on the confer­
ence mble in Allen's office is a gift from his son: a car\'ed wooden 
st:lluette of a f.'I ther tcaehing his son how to swing a bat. " \Vc 1,llk 
nearly every day," he Si1ys, "but it 's not the same. J rn is~ him." 

But the wistful mOlllent p.'I.'Ises and a smile quickly returns. " I\"C 
cnjO)'Cd the pasl two years, five years, 10 years," he sa ys. 'i\nd if 
)'Ou'vc really enjO)'cd it, why \,'Ould yQU wall! it 10 dmngc?'" <4 
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